Dating
· 20th century invention

· it is now a recreation; not someone you have to marry

· at the turn of the century: mate selection was made for you (parents/circumstance)

· rural: selection for mate was very poor, very limited houses in your vicinity

· no dating: if you met, you got married

Technological advances has allowed us the freedom to date

Dating Emerges due to:

1. Extension of co-education/compulsory education

· Forced to be with your age group at school and forced to be there

· You are not working on your own, are at school with students and teachers

· You are forced to interact with these people that leads you to getting to know them better

· You spend a lot of time together

· You have a variety of people to choose from now

· School gives you an education therefore allows you to open doors and you can share this with someone – bond.

2. Continuing Emancipation or liberation of Women 

· Women have more choice to select who they want to marry OR not to marry.  You don’t have to get married but continue education (make own choices)

3. General Emancipation of Youth from Parental Control

· There are many places you can go to be away from parents
· No longer under strong watch of parents

· Parenting methods have changed

· Society’s attitude has changed: daycare, freedom of youth

· Family: dual income parents = less hours home with youth

4. Rising Standards of Living

· Gives us the opportunity to buy extra things (ex. Toys) a lot more disposable income

· Technology gives us more leisure time for recreation

5. Increased Mobility

· Cars and buses

· Able to get around instead of staying in with parents, able to go out

· Getting your license, freedom and responsibility
Functions of Dating
Sociologist – Winch 1962

1. Recreation: to have fun and be with someone socially

2. Status placement: gives them a sense of status/accomplishment

Positive: proud that someone considers you to be someone special to them.

Negative: with the person simply b/c of the status they give you.

3. Socialization: dating socializes you tot eh rules and norms of romantic interaction between the sexes

Ex.  It is the rule of society not to date a young grade 9 when you are in grade 12.  

4. Personality Testing: learning about yourself and as you learn about yourself you start to test it against who you are dating

· Testing your personality and seeing how it fits with other people.  Do you mesh well?

· Helps find mate, what personality would fit with mine in marriage, use dating to find this out

5. Selection of Marriage Partner

