Socialization and Mate Selection
How you were socialized as a child will influence who you select as a mate.

Some concepts come into play with mate selection:

· Exogamy: mating outside family race/culture

· Endogamy: select a partner from within own race/culture

· Homogamy: being with others who are “like themselves.”

You are normally in contact with the same type of people (school, neighbourhood)

Theories of Mate Selection

Exchange theory:

A satisfactory relationship is one people feel that they gain from OR the rewards outweigh the costs.

Factors we consider when we form a love relationship:

· Age 

· Appearance (may not contribute to success, but taken into consideration with selection)

· Status (family background, economic standing, education, job)

· Personality (compatible – perception during the falling in love stage may not be realistic)

· Companionship (sharing leisure pursuits – intellectual/social – good communication)

· Beliefs (religious and political)

Psychological factors play a part in assessing personality in a partner:

1. Parental influences: through socialization and also how parents relate to each other and you.

2. Comfortableness: see each other as supporting and non-threatening.

3. Self-image: you tend to select a partner who sees you as you see yourself.

4. Response: favourable? Then good.

5. Psychological homogamy: select people with similar self-acceptance, and self-confidence.

6. Ideal Image: derived from society and personal

