My Big Fat (fill in culture/religion here) Wedding
HHS4U Unit 3 Assignment

Mrs. Glover
Congratulations!  You are getting married!
Entering into marriage is marked almost everywhere in the world.  For this project, you will be assigned a future spouse, and together you will plan your wedding, honeymoon and future life together.

	My name is:


	My spouse’s name is:

	My culture/religion is:
	My spouse’s culture/religion is:



	My occupation is:
	My spouse’s occupation is:




Look at the chart below.  See where you fall in the ranges given.  The last column is the amount of money you have saved for your wedding/honeymoon.  Add it to your partner to see what your total wedding/honeymoon budget is.

	      Upper Class: 


	$125’000 +


	$20’000

	Upper middle class: 


	$85’000 - $125’000
	$15’000

	Middle class: 


	$60’000 - $85’000


	$10’000

	Lower Class: 


	$60’000 and lower


	$5’000


Our budget for the wedding/honeymoon is: 

________________ + ___________________= _____________________!

Determine your age: __________________(this is based on what your profession is, how much schooling you had to do, etc).
Part A:  The Wedding

You and your spouse must plan your wedding.  You will need to research the following:

1. Marriage license (this must be in the city/county you are getting married in)
2. Date of wedding (may affect costs)

3. Officiate: this is the person who performs the ceremony.  They must be legally able to marry people.  Please note that religious officiates may not marry those not of their faith.  There are several non-denominational officiates out there who will marry those of different cultures, and those who are homosexual.

4. Location of wedding: you must account for:

· the cost of the venue, 
· what is included (chairs, wait staff, etc), and 
· how long you will have it for.  
This has to be a real place in Ottawa OR up to 1 hour outside of town.  If out of town, you must account for how yourselves and your guests will get there, accommodations, etc.
5. Food: dinner, dessert, cocktails, open bar????? How much per person?  This is a perfect opportunity to incorporate cultures.
6. Guests:  How many people will you invite?  Be sure to consider how large your families are, as some cultures statistically have larger families than others.  Also, if you are a homosexual couple with a cultural background that that is not supportive, you may have to account for a smaller guest list as the extended families may not attend.
7. Transportation: How are you arriving to the big day? Guests may need to be considered here if the wedding is hard to get to (renting a bus, availability of taxis, etc)
8. Customs: Rings, dress/outfits, jewelry, shoes, hair and makeup, music (for ceremony and reception), flowers, feast, reception, rituals, ceremony, gifts, bridesmaids/groomsmen/ring bearers/flower girls, etc.
9. Accommodations: 
a. your guests from out-of-town need a place to stay, as will people in town that shouldn’t be expected to drive home.  You are not responsible for paying for these accommodations, but should research what is available to offer.

b.  Will you go back to your parent’s basement?

10. Any superstitions that go along with the marriage ceremony? Interesting facts?

Part B: Honeymoon

1. Location: Where do you want to go for a honeymoon?

2. Costs: You will need to account for:

· Airfare

· Accommodations

· Transportation

· Food

· Shopping
· Activities, tours, museums, galleries, etc.
3. Length of visit
****You will need to create 2 pie graphs of the breakdown of your wedding/honeymoon expenses (one pie graph for each).
Part C: Household Budget
Honeymoon’s over, sweethearts.  Now that you are ready to start your life together, you will need to live together and feed yourselves.  You will need to find a house or an apartment that meets your monthly budget (determined by your income.)

1. Gross to net income:

You will need to determine what your net income is.  Part of life is taxes, so fill in your gross income in the following calculator to determine your net income.  Take your net income and divide it by twelve (months) to figure out your monthly budget.

sonal-Tax" 
http://www.ey.com/CA/en/Services/Tax/Tax-Calculators-2016-Per

sonal-Tax

2. Determine your monthly expenses.

a. Rent or monthly mortgage payments. * Note: these cannot be estimates, but must be an actual apartment or house that you have researched.  Pictures and/or floor plans are encouraged.  If you choose to move out of the city, you cannot be further than 40 minutes outside the city limits, AND you must account for the cost of gas for commuting.
b. Telephone: cell, land line, call waiting, call display, long distance plans, texting
c. Cable/Satellite TV, Netflix, Fibe 
d. Internet

e. Hydro/Electricity

f. Food: you have to feed two people for a month.  I highly encourage you to make a meal plan, find the prices of the groceries, come up with a specific number.  Hint: two people cannot really live on less than $400/month.
g. Toiletries: toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, laundry detergent, dish soap, contact solution, hair products, cologne/perfumes, deodorant, cleaning supplies, birth control, feminine hygiene products, medication, shaving needs, make-up, facial cleansers, toilet paper, dental floss…
h. Student Loan Debt: if you have a job, you went to university/college.  

Pay $300/month.  Even if you are well established in your career, there is always    debt to be paid (credit cards/line of credit)
i. Car/Transportation: You own nothing.  If you want a car, you have to buy or lease one.  Cars also need insurance and gas and regular maintenance.  You must also consider the costs of parking if you are renting an apartment or working downtown.
j. Entertainment: Do you want to go anywhere?  Do anything?  Go for a dinner or a movie sometimes?  Buy a coffee in the morning?
k. Savings: this should be at least 10% of your wages
l. Extras: Gifts?  Christmas? Charity? Haircuts/Personal grooming?  Pets? Future children?  Gym memberships?  Clubs?  Sports?  Hobbies? Something I left out?  Budget it in!
**You will need to create a pie graph of the breakdown of your monthly expenses.

Part D: Cultural Differences

Ask yourself the following questions to guide you in your research of your culture/religion.

1. What are the main beliefs/values of your culture?

2. What are wedding traditions that are specific to your culture?

3. Consider the possible problems that you may encounter as you try to merge you and your partner’s cultures.

Part E:  Presentation

· You will be expected to give a presentation on the outcome of your research.

· You will be expected to provide a visual component that will include many pictures of your choices (cake, dress, venue, food, cultural items, house/apartment, car, and anything else you deem applicable.)

· You will be expected to provide 3 pie graphs showing budget breakdowns (one each for wedding/honeymoon, one for household budget)

· You will be expected to share the problems that you encountered while working on this project.

· Was it difficult to come to decisions that reflected the best interests of both cultures?

· What possible issues would you have? Socio-economic?  Religious?  Cultural?  
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Good Luck and communicate your wants and needs!

