Functions of the Family
1. Socialization

Definition: the process by which children learn to become human and adopt certain behaviour.

· All behaviour is learned

· Language, rules, responses, walking, cooperation (or not), values, emotions and coping, gender roles.

Proof: feral children (wild) or isolates:

· Rare children for some reason have been deprived of all human contact during their early years.

· Isolates are children who have had little human contact, and not the kind that would teach them human behaviour

· Need role models as an example for behaviour

· Role models provided by parents affect the way children speak, behave, and even think.

2. Economic Function

· Means for supplying children with necessities

      Definition:families are the means whereby children are supplied with the necessities; food, clothing, and shelter, and in addition such things as medical care and education.

Then: kids worked in home, factory, farm to help ensure survival of the family unit.

Now: children have a childhood and are dependent.

· Family evolved from a unit of work to a unit of consumption.

3. Reproductive Function:

· To replace people who die with kids for population sustainment/growth.

· Essential task of having children and raising them to become active, contributing members of society.

· Today: some concern for declining birth rates ( contraception )
· Immigration needed to maintain population

4. Sexual Function

· Sexual bond between a couple, which provides for the sexual needs of both

· The “glue” that holds the family together

Contraception:

Then: women pregnant all the time or sexual limitations

Now: good: can be more sexually free within a marriage

          Bad: can be more sexually free outside a marriage

*sexually transmitted diseases or STIs

5. Emotional Function

· Provides psychological support for family members

· People who have been deprived of close family relationships in childhood may have emotional problems as adults.

· These people may have difficulty meeting the emotional needs of their future family (cycle)

