Housing Websites:
www.mls.ca
· Huge site that gives info on all houses for sale in Ottawa and surrounding area.

· Included: maps, pictures, mortgage calculators

www.grapevine.ca
· Lists houses for sale by owner

· Included: maps, pictures, mortgage calculators
http://ottawa.kijiji.ca/
· search apartments for rent and sale under housing category

· many pictures available

http://ottawa.en.craigslist.ca/
· search apartments for rent and sale under housing category

· many pictures available

http://www.rentcanada.com/ottawa/
· Floor plans available

http://homes.canada.com/ottawa/browsecategory.aspx?id=3006
· great listings

http://www.paramountapts.com/
· Floor plans available
http://www.ottawaapartment.com/
· floor plans and pictures

http://www.fpm.on.ca/
· pictures

http://www.viewit.ca
· apartments for rent in Ottawa

http://www.trioleinvestments.com/
· pictures

Wedding Sites:
http://ottawastart.com/wedding.php
http://ottawaweddings.ca/
· click on the Wedding Links section for huge selection of available services
http://www.weddingottawa.com/
· great starting off point with links to Ottawa based stores and companies
Standard down payment required: 20% of the purchase price
Standard mortgage rates in Canada 2012:  4.9%
Standard amortization periods in Canada 2012: 25 years
*If you are buying a home, you must also calculate how long it would take you to save up a 20% down payment. (example: X amount in 3 years)
For example:

	Physiotherapist
	69,992

	Firefighter
	68,578


Physiotherapist:

69,992 

x 0.40

27,996.80

   69,992.00 

– 27,996.80
41,995.20
Firefighter:

68,578
x 0.40

27431.20

  68,578

-27431.20
41,146.80
 12/ 41,995.20 



     12/ 41,146.80
= $3499.60




     = $ 3428.90

$3499.60

+3428.90

= $6928.50/month

*How much can I afford?

Experts say that your home should be no more than a third of your gross income, ideally under 28%.

So this couple’s gross income (before taxes) is:

69,992 + 68578 = $138570
138570 x 0.28 = $38,799.60
38799.60/12= $3233.30 / month
Therefore, their mortgage payment should not exceed $3233.30.  This amount is a huge chunk (more than HALF) of their monthly net income, so they would be wise to find a house that falls well below this number.

Ex. According to this, this couple could buy a house for $699,900, which would give them a $3224.72/month mortgage payment!  They would also had to have saved $139,980 for the 20% down payment!  This couple would be in a much better position to look for a house in the $300,000 price range, to allow them a more manageable monthly payment of $1382.22.  A 20% down payment for this house would be $60,000.
