John Porter (Canadian sociologist, wrote The Vertical Mosaic 1965)
· Social class depends on three things:

1. education

2. income

3. occupation

*all 3 determine how much power a person has.

Power: “the right that some people have to direct the affairs of others.”

Past – people inherited power (or the lack of it)


Ex. Born poor, stay poor

Industrialization: changed these attitudes of acceptance and opened up new opportunities for

Social mobility: the ability to move from one social class to another


-due to education

upper class: well-to-do, may trace family wealth and history

upper middle class:





work for wages or salaries

lower middle class:

under class: live below the poverty line

If education is key to our social mobility, then consider how socialization affects our desires for education. 

Kohn finds these differences between upper-middle class family and the working class family:
Upper-middle class
· Stress the abstract: independence, success, confidence
· Punishment is not normally physical, explanations used
· Concerned with motives
Working Class

· Are more physical than abstract.
· Want their kids to follow orders, not think on their own.
· Not concerned with motives.  Little explanation is offered.
According to Gans:

Upper-middle class families

· parents have clear expectations for their kids.  

· They encourage university, but your own path.

Lower-middle class families

· want their kids to be happier than they were.  

· Parents make sacrifices for their kids, and are very involved in their lives.

Working class families

· children are to follow their parents wishes while at home.  

· They can follow their own interests. 

· Parents are not involved in the outside acitivities of their kids.  

· Peer groups plays a major role.

Porter says it is possible to determine if you will go to university by looking at the social class of your family. (agree or disagree)

· Social mobility exists in Canada – but Porter states that the under class have fewer chances of moving.

WHY?

· Money offers increased experiences (camp, trips, extra courses) and more role models.

Elkin and Handel believe that you inherit the social class of your parents.  Why?

· Because of socialization. The family is the first reference group, so the values and attitudes are adopted by the children.

· Children tend to associate with the same type of children (neighbourhood, school, religious, ethnic)

· Class attitudes are often taken from the parents (what you overhear – good or bad)

