HOMELESS YOUTH    (Pages 147-150)

· Homelessness is defined as having no fixed place to sleep at night

· The homeless include people:

· Staying in motels until their money runs out

· Staying with friends or in shelters

· Sleeping outside or in whatever space they can find to protect them from the weather

· Toronto Disaster Relief Committee refers to homelessness as a national disaster (TDRC, 2001)

The Causes of Homelessness Fall into 3 Broad Categories:

1. Disruptive family conditions that make living on the street seem like a better alternative:

a. These conditions range from physical, psychological, or sexual abuse to neglect or abandonment

b. 1992 study done in the Ottawa-Carleton found that 75% of street youth reported being victims of abuse (Casavant, 1999)

c. Some youth leave home when neither parent wants custody of them after a marriage breakdown

d. Others leave home to escape parental restrictions that they consider to be too harsh (Deziel, 1999)

2. Residential  instability

a. An American study estimates that 20% of homeless youth had been in foster care before they moved to the streets

b. Over 50,000 young Canadians run away from home each year

c. Police report that 90% of runaways return home within 60 days, but most of the remaining 10% become homeless

3. Youth who leave home to work and live independently but become homeless when they are unable to move back home after suffering a financial crisis

a. For most homeless youth, returning to their parents is not a realistic option

Challenges for Homeless Youth:

· They live day-to-day, unable to develop plans for forming a productive life structure

· Some homeless youth are employed, most depend on begging, selling drugs or sex, to earn money to cover their basic needs

· Their health is compromised with their high-risk lifestyle

· They are more likely to suffer infections, malnutrition, and sexually transmitted diseases (Casavant, 1999)

· Estimated 40% use intravenous drugs

· Many are working in the sex trade, making the rate of HIV-related health problems higher

· Rates of psychological and psychiatric disorders are also very high

· Doctors in Montreal claim that street youth have a mortality rate 13 times higher than other youth

· High rate of drug use is a coping strategy for dealing with the pain in their lives (Ward, 1999).

Consequences of Homelessness for those who should be making a Transition to Adulthood: 

· Education has been disrupted- chances of going back to school when they’re living on the street are slim

· 45% are working at low-paying jobs

· Most have limited knowledge and skills & report low self-esteem

· Lack of competence and control over their lives probably results in role confusion because they haven’t formed an identity

Questions:

1. Why do you think there are so many homeless youth?

2. Suicide – do page 156 #5
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