Feminist Theories p.45-46

· A look at the impact of sex and gender on behaviour

· Roots in conflict theory, but were developed to separate sex and gender from class.

· Androcentricity: male behaviour is human behaviour.  Change is required so all needs are met.
There are three categories:
Liberal Feminism

· Discriminatory policies force women into inferior social class that restricts rights

· Try to change social policy through political means.

Socialist Feminism

· The status of women is social inequality rooted in sexual division of paid and unpaid labour.

Radical Feminism

· The differences in power between men and women result in any male/female relationship as being exploitative.

· A separate female culture can correct this.
The Ecological Perspective

· A psychological theory that sees indiv and fam as members of interlocking systems within society that influence each other

· Developed by Urie Bronfenbrenner 1979

· Looks at behaviour in terms of impact of society: social policy, technological change, cultural diversity

Ex. Economic uncertainty → higher unemployment → family conflict about education choices

· Combines systems theory and developmental theory

· Society influences indiv and fam on four levels

1. microsystem: 

· each individual develops behaviour to meet own needs

2. mesosystem

· small groups, ex. Family socializes individually based on how society has influenced them

3. exosystem:
· socio-economic environment

· extended family, school, employment

· sets expectations and influences available resources

4. macrosystem:
· socio-cultural environment

· the society in which the person lives, includes ideology and policies that limit behaviour

