Theoretical Perspectives: Developmental Theories

Structural Functionalism:

· Society functions like a body; each part works independently to benefit the whole.

· Is the sociological theory that attempts to explain how a society is organized to perform its required functions effectively

· Is the oldest sociological theory, and also used by anthropologists

Ex. Law, political system, family (called institutions)

· Uses a macro approach that assumes the organization of society is based on a consensus about what is functional.

Functionalists:
· Examine the roles that individuals play within an institution such as the family

Ex. Students attend class, ask questions…

· Make observations about role behaviour and determine the rates at which various behaviours occur.

· The most prevalent behaviours are norms.

· Ex. A husband who stays at home is abnormal.

· A problem is that functionalists sometimes go beyond explaining how a society is organized and tells it how it should behave.
Systems Theory:

· The sociological theory that attempts to explain how groups of individuals interact as a system. Ex. Ballet.

· Family systems have special characteristics; they maintain a relatively stable size, and can leave only by death.

Symbolic Interactionism:

· Is a psychological theory that attempts to explain how individual choose how they will act based on their perceptions of themselves and of others.
· It is based on 3 concepts:
1. a self has 2 parts: 

· “me” self: self that is shown to the outside world
· “I” self: true self, self that is who are on the inside
· the closer the two selves are to each other, the happier the individual will be.
2. role-taking: the basis for human interaction

· anticipate what the other will do and decide based on that how they will respond

3. people need a common language to communicate
· a limitation is the possibility that because the researcher uses perceptions and interpretations, the observations could be influenced by the researcher’s personal beliefs and self-image.

“I am not who I think I am, I am not who you think I am, I am who I think you think I am.”

Social Exchange Theory

· is a psychological theory that attempts to explain the social factors that influence how the individuals interacts within reciprocal relationships.

· They can be used to explain choices of marriage partners – the benefits must outweigh the costs to stay in a relationship.  PRO/CON

